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INTHEn ATMC 

Please add new claims 20-26. 

Claim 1 (original): A method of improving shrink-resistance of natural fibers, synthetic 
fibers, or mixtures thereof, or fabrics or yarns composed of natural fibers, synthetic fibers, or 
blends thereof, comprising contacting said fibers or fabric or yam with NaOH, H A , gluconic 
acid, dicyandiamide, and non-ionic surfactant, and optionaDy subsequently contacting S3 id fibers 
or fabric or yarn with protease and non-ionic surfactant and optionally sodium sulfite and 
optionally triethanolamine and optionally polyacrylamide polymer. 

Claim 2 (original): The method according to claim 1, wherein said non-ionic surfactant is 
an alky]aryl polyether alcohol having the following structural, formula: 



CHi—C CHr-C — <OCHCH),OH 

ch, ch, \=y 



in which x indicates the average number of ethylene oxide units in the ether side chain and x 
ranges from 7 to 10. 



Claim 3 (original); The method according to claim 1, said method comprising contacting 
said fibers or fabric or yarn with NaOH, HA, gluconic acid, dicyandiamide, and non-ionic 
surfactant, and subsequently contacting said fibers or fabric or yam with protease and optionally 
sodium sulfite and optionally triethanolamine and optionally polyacrylamide polymer. 
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Clai^Congina,): T**^*^*^^^,^,^^ 
an alkylaryl polyether alcohol Having the following structural formula: 



<~Hj CH, — 
Ofr-c CH,4 /^\_<0CHC^0H 

ch 3 ch, \=y 



ranges fiom 7 to 10. 



Claim 5 (original): Th. mabod aooMding „ ^ 4> 

S a.d fi b^or ft bncory m w ! 4 N aOH.H ! ^ glTOnicaci4di ^^ de ^ non .^ 
surfactant; said method does not utilize protease. 



Claim 7 (origins Ke melhod acCOTdfag „ ctaim 6 _ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Ikylaryl polyether alcohol having the following attucforal formula: 



an 




CTV-C CH.4 /~~\ ^oc Hai) , 

CH, CH 3 W 



3 
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in whichxindicates the avemge number of ethylene oxide u,i te in the ether side chain and x 
ranges from 7 to 10. 



Claim 8 (origtaal): n, c mothod to ^ % ^ & ? ^ g 

said fibers or fabric or yan, with NaOH, ^ M ^ Md ^..^ 

surfacra* and subsidy contact said fibets or ftbric or yan, with protease, sodta sulfite, 
WctbanCamine, aid aou-ionic surtax oprionallypolyaoyiaoude polymer. 



a™ 10 (original): Tie mettod accMding to c]aim g> ^ ^ ^ 
alkylaryl polyethar alcohol having the following structural fonnula: 



is an 



CHa CH, 



CfV-C CHr -C / A MO CHCH),OH 

CH, CHj \=sb=/ 

in which x indicates the average number of ethylene oxide unite in the ether side cham and x 
ranges from 7 to 10. 



Claim 1 1 (original): The method according to claim 1 0, wherein x is 7 to ; 



4 
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Claim 12 (original): Tta^ cUjm ^ ^ ^ 

utilize diCloroiso^o acid, chfcroamu^ p„ nosulftric ^ ^.^^ 
acid, permanganate, chlorine gas, sodium hypochlorite, or aminoplast .eaius. 

Claim I3 (original): n, raetho(i MMrding „ ^ $> ^ ^ ? ^ | _ ^ ^ ^ 
Claim 14 (original): A product produced by the method according to claim 1. 

Claim 15 (previously added): A method of improving shrink-resistance of natural fibers 
«** fihc, urmnourea .bereof, orfihfcs - Jm ^ ^ ^ 

fihera, orhlends thereof, CMsistfag ^yof^s S aid fihera or fabric oryam with 
NaOH. HA. iconic acid, dio^dlamide, and non-icnic surface, and opuonaUy subset, 
-^^^orfi^u.^^^^^^^^ 

Claim IbfrreviouaJyadded): TU method according to claim 1, said method consisting 
—lyof conucttngsaid fiber, or fabric or „m wit bNaOH, HA, M acid 
dioyundiamide, ertd n„u,onic surface suba^y oolltacttag said fib , B „ ^ „ ^ 
w.mpro.eaaeandopdouaHys^aujfi^do^^^^^ y 
polyacrylamide polymer. 



5 
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Claim 1 7 (previously added): The method according to claim 1 . said method consisting 
essentially of contacting said fibers or fabric or yarn with NaOH, HA, gluconic acid, 
dicyandiamide, and non-ionic surfactant; said method does not utilize prote 



tease. 



Oaim 18 (previously aided): The method accenting u, claim 1. said method consisting 
— ** of contacting said fibers or fabric or yam with N.OH, H A . gluconic acid, 
dicyandiamide, and non-ionic surfactant, and subsequently contacting said fibers or fabric or yarn 
with protease, sodium sulfite, triefbanolamine, and non-ionie surfactant, and optionally 
polyaciylamide polymer. 

Claim 19 (piously added); The method seconding to claim 1. said method consisting 
essentiaUy of countering said fibers or fabric or yam with N.OH, HA, gluconic acid, 
dicyandiamide, and non-ionic surfactant. 



Claim*) (new): He method according to claim l.aaidmemod comprising contacting 
said fibers or fabric or yam with NaOH, H A gluconic acid, dicy^diamide, and non-ionie 
™^.t.temp^ b en m e n>bOTt 3 0 . CaIll)abo(lt45 . Cj ^ op^^^ 

sodium sulfite aud optional* triemanolammc and optionally pdyacrylamide polymer. 

Claim 21 (new): The method according to claim ., said method comprising contacting 
said fibe* or fabric or yarn with NaOH, H A . gluconic acid, dicyandiamide, and non-ionie 
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and optionally polyaciylamide polymer. 

Claim 22 (new,; The memod according „ claim Mid ^ 
said fibers or fabric or yam with Na0H , Bfi. gmco™ mii> mi 

" * ttfflpera,TO b «™» *« 30-C and abou, AO'C, and opnonaUy 
^"^andc^^M^,^^^^^^^^^ 

Claim 23 (new): The method according «o claim ,, said method 

protease and non-ionic surfcctent and optional* sodinm suHUe „d optionally triethanoiamine 
and optionally polyacrylamide polymer. 

Claim 24 (new): The method according «o ciaim 1, said memodcompnsurg contacting 
S uriao to ,«areaett M , tol p mtob ^ atout30 . Cmdatat45 . c _ mdoi)ti()M]iy 

opdonaay sodium sn.n,e and optional Wemanotanne and op«onal.yp„,yac„ ^ 
at a temperature between about 40'C and about 55'C. 
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Claim 25 (new): The method according u, ciafa 1, s8 id method comprising contacting 
said fiber* or fhbric or yam with N.OH, H a 0 2 , gluconic acid, dicyandiamide, and non-ionic 
"trfactant at a reaction temperature between about 3CTC and abon, 45T, and optionally 

optionally sodium sulfite and optional* trietiranotamine and optional po>yacry,amide polymer 
at 40"C-55"C. 



Claim 26 (lW w): The method according to data 1, said method comprising contactag 
said fiber, or fabric or yarn with KaOH, H,0„ gluconic acid, dicyandiamide, and non-ionic 
aurfiefcnt a. a reaction temparamre becween about 30'c and about 45'C, and optionally 
S »bs« I nentiycon^g Sai dfibe B „ r ^ cor ^^ p ^ e ^ nm . orics ^ taid 
optionauy^mm sulfite and optiona,, yniethanolamine and optimralypoiyacryiatadcpCyme, 



8 
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